"CHINA IS THE WORLD"

China was not the world that he had been led
from his babyhood to believe it to be. Along with
this idea, he found that if he was to learn the new
order of life (whose necessity was now so clearly
apparent) he must forget much else of the con-
ceit of that ancient Chinese civilization that had
at last stagnated in the surfeit of its racial
increase.

Geography in his day was never taught in Chi-    /-
nese schools. The aim of the Manchu dynasty was
to keep the people in ignorance even in regard to
the extent of China, itself.   The Manchu merely
taught that the Son of Heaven ruled China and   /,
that China was the world.   Therefore, the Son of
Heaven ruled the world.

Wen had never even heard of a map until one
day a school comrade, who had chanced to go over
the mountain to a distant town, returned to Blue
Valley and breathlessly confided to Wen:

"The priests have a wonderful thing hanging
up on the wall of the Temple over there. It
answers any questions about mountains, rivers, or
cities, even before you ask the question. It tells
the traveler the safest way to travel. It shows
how far the river-source is from the sea, and how
long it takes to go from one city to another."

"What do they call this wonderful thing?"
asked Wen.
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